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George Archer-Shea, a handsome boy of fifteen, was then
called, whose frank face and manner seemed to bear out the
high character which his counsel and his father had given
him. Carson took him through the sad story briefly, and
asked him finally, " Is there any truth in the charge made
against you ? "
" No, certainly not/3 he replied.
He then for two days faced the cross-examination of one
of the ablest counsel who have ever practised at the Bar, but
he was quite equal to the ordeal. His evidence was not merely
unshaken at the end of his cross-examination, but was even
strengthened. Nor did he lose, throughout, his composure or
his courtesy towards his powerful antagonist. His manners
did the very greatest credit to his home and to his Catholic
school. There was only one circumstance which could be
said to tell against him. When he was first questioned he had
said that he had visited the post office between three and
four o'clock, which would have corroborated the account of
the postmistress. The boy admitted this frankly. " But I
corrected myself at once," he added. " I suggest," sternly
said Sir Rufus, " that it was not until Messrs. Lewis & Lewis
came upon the scene that you alleged the time to be 2.30."
" No," replied the boy stoutly.
After his re-examination, the Judge asked him several
searching questions, but the witness's testimony survived this
test, and, indeed, caused some amusement in the packed
Court.
" If there is any more laughter in Court," said the Judge,
" I shall clear the Court. I will be glad of any excuse to do
so, as it is inconveniently crowded."
The next witness was Archer-Shee's bosom friend, Cadet
Patrick Scholes, who was now a cadet at Dartmouth, the
senior naval college. He said that he distinctly remembered
Archer-Shee asking him to accompany him to the post office
on the 7th October, as he was going to get a postal order.
The time was about a quarter past two ; he had to refuse
because he was expecting a visit from friends. But he knew
that Archer-Shee wanted to get a postal order to buy a toy
engine.
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